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SUBJECT: PONOPF POLITICAL DIRECTOR'S COMMENTS ON THE 
MARTINIQUE SUMMIT 

1. DCM SAW PONOFP POLITICAL DIRECTOR GENERAL RUTTEN 
MORNING OF DEC 17 TO REVIEW RESULTS OF TOP-LEVEL 
DIPLOMATIC MEETINGS OP LAST TEN DAYS AND PROVIDE HIM 
WITH TEXTS OP MARTINIQUE COMMUNIQUE AND SECRETARY'S NEWS 
CONPERENCE. THIS TELEGRAM DEALS WITH MARTINIQUE MEETING; 
RUTTEN'S COMMENTS RE EC SUMMIT AND NATO MINISTERIAL 
BEING REPORTED SEPTELS. 

2. ALTER SCANNING MARTINIQUE COMMUNIQUE AND SECRETARY’S 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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NEWS CONPERENCE RUTTEN SAID HE WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED 
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IN KNOWING TO WHAT EXTENT REPLACEMENT FIGHTER QUESTION 
WAS DISCUSSED BETWEEN PRESIDENTS LORD AND GISCARD D'ESTAING 
AND WHAT UNDERSTANDING, IF ANY, WAS REACHED. RUTTEN 
SPECUALTED ABOUT POSSIBILITY THAT US AND FRANCE MIGHT 
EVENTUALLY COME TO AN AGREEMENT ABOUT JOINT PRODUCTION OF 
A FUTUE GENERATION MILITARY AIRCRAFT FOR THE I990S. 

HE SHOWED NO INTEREST, HOWEVER, IN ANY SHARING ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN US 
AND FRANCE AS REGARDS THE LIGHT-WEIGHT FIGHTER THAT WILL 
BE SELECTED BY THE FOUR-NATION CONSORTIUM TO REPLACE 
THEE- 104. 

3. RUTTEN SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
HAVING MORE DETAILED US VIEWS AS THEY WERE DEVELOPED 
ON THE STEPS NEEDED TO ACHIEVE FULL COORDINATION AMONG 
THE OIL CONSUMER NATIONS PRIOR AND SUBSEQUENT TO THE 
PREPARATORY MEETING AGREED TO IN MARTINIQUE. HE WONDERED 
WHETHER DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN TWO PRESIDENTS HAD RESOLVED 
OR NARROWED THE DIEEERENCES IN THE RESPECTIVE NATIONAL 
APPROACHES TO THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM. RUTTEN'S PARTING 
SHOT ON MARTINIQUE WAS IN CONNECTION WITH WHAT HE DESCRIBED 
AS A PERVASIVE ERENCH CAMPAIGN TO PERSUADE ITS EUROPEAN 
PARTNERS THAT THE OVER-RIDING US OBJECTIVE WAS TO SECURE 

ITS HEGEMONY OVER EUROPE. IN VIRTUALLY EVERY EC 
GATHERING, RUTTEN SAID, THE ERENCH REPRESENTATIVE WENT 
TO GREAT LENGTHS TO CREATE SUSPICIONS ABOUT AMERICAN 
MOTIVES. EVERY IMPORTANT IDEA OR PROPOSITION COMING 
OUT OE WASHINGTON SHOULD, ACCORDING THE FRENCH, BE 
VIEWED AS POSSIBLY CONTRIBUTING TO AMERICA'S DOMINATION 
OE WESTERN EUROPE. RUTTEN DISMISSED ALL OE THIS AS 
MISCHIEVOUS NONSENSE BUT HE HOPED THAT THE INTENSIVE 
EACE-TO-EACE TALKS BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS WOULD 
HELP TO OVERCOME THIS GALLIC PHOBIA, TO THE EXTENT THAT 
IT WAS GENUINE AND NOT SIMPLY A PRETEXT OF THWART 
AMERICAN POLICY IN EUROPE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: EBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE WHATEVER 
TIMELY INEORMATION DEPARTMENT CAN PROVIDE ON KEY POINTS 
RAISED BY RUTTEN. 

GOULD 
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